[Advanced directives. Legal and practical aspects of negative instructions concerning medical treatment].
The right of a competent patient to stipulate in advance of possible non-competence, medical treatment he does not want, is based on the fundamental legal principle that a person cannot be medically treated without his informed consent. It is in Dutch law a strong and almost unqualified right. There are indications in the international literature, however, that advance directives in many cases may not have much influence on medical treatment at the end of life. Very little is known about the social practice of advance directives in the Netherlands.